
F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  H u n t  M u s e u m





‘  …  T h e  c u s t o m  h o u s e  a n d  i t s  s i t e  h a s  b e e n  a l t e r e d  m a n y  t i m e s  i n  
t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  i t s  o p e n i n g  i n  1 7 7 0 .  I t ’ s  b e i n g  t r a n s f o r m e d  a g a i n  
a n d  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  t a l k  w i t h  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  
i t s  f u t u r e  … ’.

William Laurence, view from Thomondgate, c. 1890, National Library of Ireland





‘  …  p l a n n i n g ,  s p e c u l a t i n g ,  c o n s u l t i n g  … ’



‘  .  .  .  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c u s t o m s  o r  t a x e s  i s  a n  e n d u r i n g  s y m b o l  
o f  s t a t e h o o d  a n d  o u r  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  t h e  c u s t o m  h o u s e  i t s  m o s t  
v i v i d  s y m b o l   …  ‘

1 2 8 1  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  o f  a  c u s t o m  h o u s e  i n  L i m e r i c k

1 6 8 3 custom house & col lector ’s   house,  Merchants’  Quay

1763 new custom house and residence approved,  Mardyke

1764 site changed to South Pr ior ’s  Land



‘ … the Custom House on 
Merchants’ Quay, beneath the 
Cathedral, and overlooking 
the dock of Limerick
 until it moved 
to Rutland Street in1770 …’



T h o m a s  P h i l l i p s ,  A  p r o s p e c t  o f  L i m e r i c k ,  1 6 8 5  (National Library of Ireland)

‘  …  M e r c h a n t s ’  Q u a y  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  
  S o u t h  P r i o r ’ s  L a n d  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  l e f t  … ’



‘  …  p o s s i b l y  t h e  g r e a t  s t o n e  h o u s e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  1 7 0 4  … ’

‘great stone house, wherein is the custom house’ (1704)

‘plain brick building, supported in the front by four rusticated pillars and 
ornamented with the king’s  arms’ 
(1767)



Tonnage of exports from Limerick, 1698-1806
(The National  Archives, London, David Fleming)

‘  …  i t ’s  t h e  e c o n o m y  …   a n d  a  t h r i v i n g  c i t y,  i t s  t r a d e  r i s i n g  r a p i d l y,  
g e t s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s p l e n d i d  n e w  c u s t o m  h o u s e  … ’  



H u g h  D o u g l a s  H a m i l t o n ,   E d m o n d  S e x t e n  P e r y   ( 1 7 1 9 - 1 8 0 6 )  

‘  …  a n d  t h e  c i t y ’s  a m b i t i o u s  m e m b e r  o f  p a r l i a m e n t ,  
E d m u n d  S e x t e n  P e r y,   w i l l  d e l i v e r  … ’



C HR I S TO PH E R  C O L L E S ,  P L AN  OF  TH E  C I T Y  AND  SUBURB S  OF  L IM E R I C K  FOR  M R  P E R Y  1 7 6 8  ( B R I T I S H  L I B R ARY ) _

‘  …a  map Of  1768  showi ng  t he  o l d  Eng l i sh  Town and  t he  I r i sh  Town i n  t he  center,  
wi t h  a  ‘p l an ’  for  t he  New Town Per y  to  t he  sout h  wi t h  i t s  anchor  bu i l d i ng ,  t he  new 
Custom Hous e  a l r eady  i n  p l ace  … ‘



D e t a i l  f r o m  C h r i s t o p h e r  C o l l e s ’  1 7 6 8  p l a n  f o r  t h e  
N e w  To w n  P e r y  s h o w i n g  t h e  n e w   C u s t o m  H o u s e  j u s t  a c r o s s  
t h e  A b b e y  R i v e r  f r o m  t h e o l d  C u s t o m  H o u s e



L i m e r i c k  C u s t o m  H o u s e :  s c h e d u l e

architect executant architect        overseer mason

December  1763 John Smyth

January 1764 Edward Uzuld

March         1765 Davis Dukart

May 1765 Davis Dukart Will Byrum

May 1766 Captain Conley
1767 Christopher Colles

Walter St Laurence
Mr Walsh
Mr Coughlan

1770 Caleb Powell, the Collector, and his family move into the House



Documented complete works of  Davis Dukar t

Daviso de Arcort arrived Cork 1759
died Dungannon 1780

Davis Dukart Ducart, Duckart, Ducarte

complete buildings Mayoralty House, Cork 1764-70
Custom House, Limerick 1765-70
Castletown, Kilkenny 1766-74
Kilshannig, Cork 1766-

civil engineering Cork waterworks 1761
Blackwater canal 1761
Boyne canal 1766
Dundalk harbour 1767
Coalisland Canal 1767-
Tyrone Coalfield 1770-

‘… attributions based on style-resemblance abound but without the documentation 
that might enable verification … ‘ 



‘  …  var iat ions  on  an  a  P iedmontese  theme …’



M A Y O R A L T Y H O U S E C O R K 1 7 6 4 C U S T O M H O U S E L I M E R I C K 1 7 6 5

K I L S H A N N I G C O R K 1 7 6 6 C A S T L E T O W N K I L K E N N Y 1 7 6 6



the four plans,

… Cork

… Limerick

… Kilshannig

… Castletown



… forecourts and wings at
           Castletown and Kilshannig …



‘ . . . f i g ht i n g  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d e r s  . . . ’











… modern Limerick’s
first purpose-built office
block …



P u b l i c  o f f i c e  a n d  p r i v a t e  h o u s e  …  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e s
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‘  …  s o m e  o f  t h e  u s e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  p u t  … ’

1822 customs of f ice,  excise of f ices,  col lector ’s  residence

1843 customs of f ice,  excise of f ice,  post  of f ice

1850 (new custom house by proposed for  Mount  Kenneth)

1860 customs of f ice,  excise of f ice,  probate court

1939 headquarters,  a i r  ra id precaut ions

1970 probat ion service

1997 Hunt  Museum





1 9 3 9 ,  C o nt ro l  H e a d q u a r te rs ,  a i r  ra i d  p re ca u t i o n s
(Kemmy Museum) 







w i t h  t h a n k s  t o  

R y a n  d e  B r e e

N i c o  B i e l e i c i

M e r r i t t  B u c k o l z

D a v i d  F l e m i n g


