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William Laurence, view from Thomondgate, c. 1890, National Library of Ireland

.. The custom house and its site has been altered many times in
the years since its opening in 1770. It’s being transformed again
and it is hoped that this talk with contribute to the debate about
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its future







planning, speculating, consulting
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. the collection of customs or taxes is an enduring symbol
of statehood and our citizenship, the custom house its most
vivid symbol
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‘... the Custom House on
Merchants’ Quay, beneath the
Cathedral, and overlooking

the dock of Limerick
until it moved
to Rutland Street in1770...”
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A Prospect of Lvmrick.
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Thomas Phillips, A prospect of Limerick, 1685 (National Library of Ireland)

Merchants’ Quay to the left,
South Prior’s Land to the extreme left ..
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possibly the great stone house referred to in 1704 ..’
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it’s the economy .. and a thriving city, its trade rising rapidly,

’

gets an appropriately splendid new custom house

(The National Archives, London, David Fleming)




Hugh Douglas Hamilton, Edmond Sexten Pery (1719-1806)
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.. and the city’s ambitious member of parliament,

7

Edmund Sexten Pery, will deliver ..




ANORT H-WES

CHRISTOPHER COLLES, PLAN OF THE CITY AND SUBURBS OF LIMERICK FOR MR PERY 1768 (BRITISH LIBRARY) _

“...a map Of 1768 showing the old English Town and the Irish Town in the center,
with a ‘plan’ for the New Town Pery to the south with its anchor building, the new

/[

Custom House already in place ..







architect

John Smyth

Davis Dukart

executant architect

Edward Uzuld

Davis Dukart

Captain Conley
Christopher Colles

overseer

Will Byrum

Walter St Laurence

Mr Walsh
Mr Coughlan




... attributions based on style-resemblance abound but without the documentation
that might enable verification ... *




variations on an a Piedmontese theme ...
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the four plans,

... Cork
... Limerick
... Kilshannig

... Castletown

T

sl e

AT




Castletown Kilshannig
Killkenny Cork
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“...fighting with the builders ...’
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Qriginal Eastern Elevation
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Original Western Facade




4

e 1

R AT ] 1

-~

" |
T
' & v
.+
-
L
L -

— - —

/ /,/ AT K770 " of /7, Lovasd of e \Lxltom I‘mlc e m7/m w L l\lbm(‘l\(wrruu'(nm/r ey







customs office, excise offices, collector’s residence

customs office, excise office, post office

(new custom house by proposed for Mount Kenneth)

customs office, excise office, probate court
headquarters, air raid precautions
probation service

Hunt Museum
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with thanks to




